




 
 
 

 

 
Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina 
150 Fayetteville Street | Suite 1200 | Raleigh NC 27601 

Christopher.Chung@EDPNC.com | 919 447 7788 O | 919 724 7943 C 

 
 
August 25, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary  
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: 2022 Bridge Investment Program Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
Please accept this letter of strong support for the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT) and its proposal for FY22 Bridge Improvement Program 
(BIP) Grant funds related to the Replacing Aging and Poor Infrastructure to Drive 
Sustainability (RAPIDS, or the “project”).   
 
Project 
 
The proposed project will reconstruct the North Carolina Route 48 Gaston Road 
Bridge over the Roanoke River between the City of Roanoke Rapids in Halifax 
County and the Town of Gaston in Northampton County, North Carolina.  
Additionally, the project will widen the bridge shoulders to enrich bike-pedestrian 
connectivity and improve traffic flow into an adjacent paper mill.  Faced with an 
imminent need to replace the current bridge, NCDOT has developed a solution to 
create a safer, more reliable, and efficient transportation system for the future.  
 
Background 
 
The existing bridge was built in 1957 and has passed the end of its useful lifespan.  
The bridge is structurally deficient and does not meet current geometric design 
standards.  NCDOT is performing ongoing maintenance and rehabilitation, which do 
not eliminate the need to replace the bridge, but rather is an expensive interim 
solution, until funding can be obtained to rebuild the bridge.  If the bridge is not 
replaced, NCDOT will need to take actions including restricting heavy gross weighted 
vehicles and constraining traffic flow in the short term.  
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Consequences of status quo 
 
In the event of a long-term bridge closure, passage over the bridge would be halted, 
requiring vehicles to find alternate routes.  This would thereby remove the only direct 
connection for bikers, pedestrians, passenger vehicles, and trucks between 
Northampton and Halifax Counties.  Both counties are classified among the most 
economically distressed in the state and are federally designated community 
development zones.  The City of Roanoke Rapids is classified as a Historically 
Disadvantaged Community and the bridge provides a critical route to employment 
centers and services for communities on both sides of the Roanoke River.  Closure of 
the bridge will result in long detours (i.e., increasing travel times, vehicle miles 
traveled, transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions, vehicle operating costs, 
accidents, among other) and trips not taken.  
 
Funding benefits 
 
The project will deliver equitable transportation access by safeguarding the City of 
Roanoke Rapids and the Town of Gaston from a potential bridge closure.  Replacing 
the vulnerable and aging structurally deficient infrastructure will increase resiliency 
to climate change and improve safety for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. 
Enhancing the quality of life for residents, visitors, and businesses will improve the 
economic attractiveness and competitiveness of the region, which as noted remains 
one of the most economically challenged in our state. 
 
As the state organization tasked with economic development functions on the state’s 
behalf – including business recruitment, existing industry expansion, and tourism 
promotion – the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina (EDPNC) 
believes that well-funded transportation infrastructure is vital to the long-term 
prosperity of our state and its communities.  We see tremendous potential in the 
NCDOT proposal and strongly recommend that FY2022 funding under the BIP be 
awarded to NCDOT for this initiative. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christopher Chung 
Chief Executive Officer 
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August 31, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  2022 Bridge Investment Program Grant Application 
 NC 48 Gaston Road Bridge; Halifax & Northampton Counties, North Carolina 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
The Halifax County Economic Development Commission is pleased to support the application by the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) for FY22 Bridge Improvement Program (BIP) funding for the 
Replacing Aging and Poor Infrastructure to Drive Sustainability (RAPIDS) (the “project”). This project will 
reconstruct the NC 48 Gaston Road Bridge over the Roanoke River between the City of Roanoke Rapids in Halifax 
County and the Town of Gaston in Northampton County, North Carolina. Additionally, the project will widen the 
bridge shoulders to enrich bike-ped connectivity and improve traffic flow into an adjacent paper mill, one of the 
area’s largest employers. As outlined in their application for funding, NCDOT has developed a solution to create a 
safer, more dependable, and efficient transportation system for the future.  
 
The NC 48 Bridge is a vital economic and community link for Halifax and Northampton Counties. The Roanoke 
Rapids Micropolitan Area consists of Halifax and Northampton Counties anchored by Roanoke Rapids as the 
urban center of commerce and trade, drawing workers and shoppers from a wide area. Improving this 
connection will certainly enhance community and economic opportunities. The planned bridge project will result 
in more rapid and efficient transportation access for commuters, general travel, and tourism, which is vital to 
continued economic growth for these counties. The project will also enhance overall public safety.  
 
Based on information reviewed to date, the project will provide a wider, more modern structure that will help to 
mitigate traffic challenges in the vicinity of the WestRock Paper Mill located south of the bridge. This is a critical 
component of the project in that the WestRock Paper Mill is a major economic engine for both Halifax and 
Northampton counties with a deep and diverse supply chain that significantly impacts the local and regional 
economy. We very much support mobility and access improvement measures that have been identified.  
 
The Halifax County Economic Development Commission strongly recommends that FY 2022 funding under the 
BIP be allocated to NCDOT for this initiative. If you have any questions, please contact me at 252-519-2630 or via 
email to cathyscott@halifaxdevelopment.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy A. Scott 
Executive Director 
 
CC:   Vernon Bryant, Chairman, Halifax County Board of Commissioners 

Ronnie Locke, Chairman, Halifax County Economic Development Commission 
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September 17, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Re: 2022 Bridge Investment Program Grant Application 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

We urge your support of the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) 

submission of its FY22 Bridge Improvement Program (BIP) Grant Application for the Replacing 

Aging and Poor Infrastructure to Drive Sustainability (RAPIDS) (the “project”). This project will 

reconstruct the NC 48 Gaston Road Bridge over the Roanoke River between the City of Roanoke 

Rapids in Halifax County and the Town of Gaston in Northampton County, North Carolina. 

Additionally, the project will widen the bridge shoulders to enrich bike-ped connectivity and 

improve traffic flow into WestRock’s adjacent paper mill. Faced with an imminent need to 

replace the current bridge, we support NCDOT has developed a solution to create a safer, more 

reliable, and efficient transportation system for the future.  

WestRock operates an integrated containerboard mill in Roanoke Rapids that employs over 400 

teammates. This facility relies heavily on the NC 48 Gaston Road Bridge and receives over 1500 

truck deliveries each week of fiber to support our operations. The current bridge was built in 

1957 and has passed the end of its useful lifespan. The bridge is structurally deficient and does 

not meet current geometric design standards. NCDOT is performing ongoing maintenance and 

rehabilitation, which do not eliminate the need to replace the bridge, but rather is an expensive 

interim solution, until funding can be obtained to rebuild the bridge. If the bridge is not 

replaced, NCDOT will need to take actions including restricting heavy gross weighted vehicles 

and constraining traffic flow in the short term.  

In the event of a long-term bridge closure, passage over the bridge would be halted, requiring 

vehicles to find longer alternate routes. This would remove the only direct connection for 

bicyclists, pedestrians, passenger vehicles, and commercial trucks between Northampton and 

Halifax Counties. Both counties are Tier 1 economically distressed counties and federally 

designated community development zones. The City of Roanoke Rapids is classified as a 

Historically Disadvantaged Community and the bridge provides a critical route to employment 

centers and services for communities on both sides of the Roanoke River. Closure of the bridge 

will result in long detours (i.e., increasing travel times, vehicle miles traveled, transportation-



related greenhouse gas emissions, vehicle operating costs, accidents, among other) and trips 

not taken.  

We appreciate the opportunity to partner with the our local governments and the North 

Carolina Department of Transportation throughout the engineering of this critical infrastructure 

project. When completed, it will deliver equitable transportation access by safeguarding the 

City of Roanoke Rapids and the Town of Gaston communities from a potential bridge closure. 

Replacing the vulnerable and aging structurally deficient infrastructure will increase resiliency 

to climate change and improve safety for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. Enhancing the 

quality of life for residents, visitors, and businesses will improve the economic attractiveness 

and competitiveness of the region. 

WestRock’s Roanoke Rapids containerboard mill  strongly recommends that FY 2022 funding 

under the BIP be allocated to NCDOT for this initiative. If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  

Sincerely, 

 

Benjamin White, General Manager 

WestRock Roanoke Rapids Mill 

Ben.White@WestRock.com 
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